2008 National Convention Report
Plans are coming along “hot and heavy” for the 2008 National NASCOE Convention to be held in Omaha, Nebraska at the Doubletree hotel August 6-9, 2008.

The overall theme of the convention is “Let’s have ball in Omaha”.  This came about because every year each state is requested to provide 2 items for the Scholarship Auction held at the convention.  I was in charge of finding these items.  I knew that Ted Kooser (former U S Poet Laureate) was a Seward County producer, so I contacted him, bought one of his books and had him autograph the book.  After spending over $20 for the book and postage, the book brought about $12.00 at the auction.  On the way to the airplane just before the convention, I saw a $10 College World Series T-Shirt in the airport gift shop, so I bought it, thinking that’s something that is unique to Nebraska.  The shirt brought $30 at the auction.  It was evident that sports was much more interesting than poetry!  So, we decided to capitalize on something most people know about that no one else has and that is the College World Series and Rosenblatt Stadium!

The Royals happen to have a home game the first night of our convention, so our first evening activity is going to be a tail gate part and baseball game at Rosenblatt.  Thursday night, the theme is “Dancing with the Stars”.  Friday night will be Hee Haw night and Saturday night will be the awards banquet.  We have booked “Average Joe” for Thursday and Friday nights and “Cactus Hill” for Saturday night’s dance.
Following is the list of chairpersons for the various committees.  It will take all of us working together to pull this off.  If there’s one of these activities you’d particularly like to help with, please contact the chair and volunteer your services.  I’m working on getting a couple of days of administrative leave for NEBRASCOE members who attend the convention and help out!

If you have never attended a National Convention before, this is an excellent opportunity!  There are a lot of things going on and a chance to meet a lot of people from Washington DC and ask them questions.  The Administrator will be there and last year, she commented that she thought we could probably convince the Secretary of Agriculture to attend as well!  We work hard during the day and have a great time in the evenings.  This is a good chance to see what NASCOE is all about.
Cindy Hall

Convention Co-Chair.
Chairpersons for the 2008 National NASCOE Convention

1) Finance – Ginny Haynes (Nemaha)

2) Fund Raising – Ann Kurpgeweit (Holt), Larry Steinbrecher (Morrill) & Marti Haag (Sheridan)

3) Youth Activities – Pam Johansen (Nance)

4) Goodie Bags – Connie Richardson (Thurston)

5) Door Prizes/Welcome Packets for Dignitaries – Steve Stark (Gage)

6) Entertainment/Night Events – Cindy Hall (Washington)

a. Wednesday Night – Tail Gate Party 

b. Thursday Night – Midwest Area Night

Band – Average Joe

“Dancing with the Stars” – Val Phelps (Franklin)




           Lynda Stallbaumer ( Pawnee)

c. Friday Night – Scholarship Auction

Band – Average Joe

“Hee Haw” or “Green Acres” – Gage County

d. Saturday Night – Banquet-Awards – Wendy Wait (Polk)

Band - Cactus Hill 

7) Tours – Deb Springgate (Dodge) & Pat Jirsa (Seward)

8) Transportation & Airport Welcome – Kelly Fischer (Dawson)

9) Publicity – Niki Dittmer (Merrick)

10) Decorations – Lynda Stallbaumer (Pawnee) & Pat Jirsa (Seward)

11) Retirees – Sandi Rocker & Gaylan & Vi Suhr

12) Golf – Greg Chewakin (Lancaster)

13) Registration – Sherry Stubbendeck (Otoe)

14) Daytime Chairperson – Linda Melchert (Dundy)

